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Part I
Visioning for an Expanded Library
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COMPARISON TO PEER COMMUNITIES
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INTERIOR PROGRAM 
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INTERIOR PROGRAM
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INTERIOR PROGRAM ADJACENCY DIAGRAM
37,000 SF Option



Part II
Assessment of Existing Building & Site Potential
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EXISTING SITE ADJACENCIES
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BUILDING ADDITION PARK ACTIVATION
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MAIN-LEVEL OPTION 37,000 SF
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Å Parking  is not increased from 45 shared parking 

spaces that currently exist

Å New entry into lower-level from city park may 

foster some relief on parking pressure, 

encouraging library users to street park or use 

adjacent public surface parking

Å The Library Building is increased by 10,000 SF to 

37,000 SF total square foot between two floors. 

Å Third floor addition was explored and considered 

not viable

Å Existing city park proposed to be partially lawn 

and partially activated community park

Å Existing site configuration cannot accommodate 

drive-up book-drop window

Å Third floor addition was explored but considered 

not structurally viable
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LOWER-LEVEL OPTION 37,000 SF
Å Parking  is not increased from 45 shared parking 

spaces that currently exist

Å New entry into lower-level from city park may 

foster some relief on parking pressure, 

encouraging library users to street park or use 

adjacent public surface parking

Å The Library Building is increased by 10,000 SF to 

37,000 SF total square foot between two floors. 

Å Third floor addition was explored and considered 

not viable

Å Existing city park proposed to be partially lawn 

and partially activated community park

Å Existing site configuration cannot accommodate 

drive-up book-drop window

Å Third floor addition was explored but considered 

not structurally viable
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OPTION 37,000 SF COST ANALYSIS

Å Cost of leasing/ building-out temporary 

space to facilitate library operations during 

construction is not provided in cost analysis



Part III
Assessment of Potential Library Sites
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ÅDrive up drop off for returning library materials

ÅPossible Community garden

ÅChildren's area: expanded area to include children's technology, 

play area, reading area, increase in collection size, age-appropriate 

furniture and program space

ÅTeen area: creation of a teen space with an expanded collection, 

lounge/ reading area and technology

ÅAdult area: vastly increased collection with enhanced reading areas 

and collaborative workspaces

ÅLocal History area: a separate Genealogy and Local history section 

with computers, additional databases, increase in collection size, 

temperature control of historical materials

ÅIncreased technology: includes tablets, computers, stronger Wifi

ÅFriends of the Library Book Store

ÅMaker Space: 3D printer, scanner, laser cutter, CNC, die-cutter 

and worktables

ÅFamily bathrooms

ÅLounge/ café with vending area for coffee and snacks

ÅMore private study rooms and meeting rooms of various sizes to 

accommodate different size groups

ÅDisplay space for exhibits and community art

ÅMore program spaces for all ages, from infants to seniors, 

including gaming, DIY crafts, performances, workshops and 

lectures, STEM/STEAM for children and teens, genealogy and local 

history, technology training 

ÅOutdoor program and seating areas, bike racks

ÅIncreased parking & security

ÅIncreased staff space to accommodate entire staff

Northville District Library

WHAT WILL WE HAVE IN A NEW LIBRARY
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POTENTIAL LIBRARY SITES

SITE #1

41600 Six Mile Rd. (Former Twp. Police Building)

- Recommend Eliminating

- Small site with no street presence

SITE #2

16225 Beck Rd. (Former Water & Sewer Maintenance)

- Recommend Eliminating

- Long Narrow Site

SITE #3

16115 Beck Rd. (Our Lady of Providence/ Twp. land behind)

- Recommend Eliminating

- No street presence with poor pedestrian accessibility

SITE #4

775 N. Center St. (Hillside Middle School)

- Recommend Eliminating

- Vehicular site accessibility limitation, land availability unknown

SITE #5

Corner of Sheldon and 5 mile

- Recommend Eliminating

- Not centrally located

SITE #6

Beck Rd. Across from NCP, in industrial area

- Recommend Eliminating

- Not centrally located, ability to acquire land unknown

SITE #7

Northville Plaza (Patio Plus) Possible Mixed-Use

- Recommend Further Study

- Recognizable location, centrally located with pedestrian accessibility

SITE #8

550 Seven Mile Rd. Mcdonald Ford Site

- Recommend Further Study

- Well known location, centrally located 

SITE #9

Silver Springs Drive

- Recommend Eliminating

- Not recognizable location

SITE #10

615 Baseline Rd. (Northville Lumber Site)

- Recommend Eliminating

- Large flood plain, located on minor road
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CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING LIBRARY SITES

LocationïA site that is as centrally located as possible to a majority of library users.

Vehicle Access ïThe site should be easily accessible and safe to enter and exit by car.

Pedestrian Access ïThe site should be convenient to bike and pedestrian traffic.

Quality of Site ïThe site should provide a pleasant library experience. 

VisibilityïThe site should have a street presence.

FamiliarityïThe site should have a location which the community recognizes.

Acquisition Cost ïThe cost of acquiring an adequate amount of land. 

CompatibilityïThe site should benefit from its surroundings and neighbors.

Development Cost ïThe cost of providing access, parking, landscaping and utilities

Excellent: No anticipated or identified issue

Good: Issue requires additional investigation or investment

Poor: Issue has potential to make site a no-go or requires major investment

Unknown: Unknown, requires more investigation
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SITE #8 ï7 Mile Rd. and Main St.
Location: Excellent

Centrally located

Compatibility:  Excellent

Nearby Residential Neighborhoods and Business District

Vehicle Access: Excellent

Located near major intersection connecting the city and Township

Pedestrian Access: Excellent

Walkable, near Hines Drive, Proposed Riverwalk, and pedestrian 

crossing

Quality of Site: Good

Will require 2-story library to meet programming criteria

Visibility: Excellent

High visibility from 7 Mile Rd.

Familiarity: Excellent

A very recognizable and well-known location in the community

Acquisition Cost: Unknown

Privately owned, environmental information unknown

Development Cost: Good

All utilities adequate in area, environmental cost unknown



18
Northville District Library

SITE #8 ï7 Mile Rd. and Main St.

Å Parking  is limited to approximately 78 spaces, 

Northville zoning ordinance does not define library 

parking

Å The Library Building is represented at 25,000 square 

foot of coverage on the main floor, library would be 

required to be 2-story

Å The site provides great access to the pedestrian path 

connecting downtown Northville and Hines Park

Å The current parcel is 2.2 Ac. With the possibility to 

negotiate a larger parcel of land exists with the site 

and would require acquisition of adjacent privately 

owned lots

Å Environmental information unknown

Å Privately owned
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SITE #8 ï7 Mile Rd. and Main Street
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SITE #8 ïCost Analysis

Å Possible environmental remediation scope 

is unknown and possible costs are not 

included in analysis

Å Cost of site acquisition not included in cost 

analysis
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SITE #7 ï7 Mile Rd. (Northville Plaza)
Location: Excellent

Centrally located

Compatibility:  Excellent

Nearby Residential Neighborhoods 

Vehicle Access: Excellent

Located on major Thoroughfare 

Pedestrian Access: Fair

Near Hines Drive and Proposed Riverwalk, proposed pedestrian pathway 

extension across railroad tracks

Quality of Site: Excellent

Space for library and garden/ recreation areas, possible partnership with 

other community initiatives

Visibility: Excellent

High visibility from 7 Mile Rd.

Familiarity: Excellent

A very recognizable and well known location in the community

Acquisition Cost: Unknown

Privately owned, environmental information unknown

Development Cost: Good

All utilities adequate in area, environmental cost unknown
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SITE #7 ï7 Mile Rd. (Northville Plaza)

Å Large 10.13 Ac. Site will allow for ample parking, 

large building footprint, possible outdoor 

programming and story-walk space

Å Parking provides approximately 100 spaces with 

possible additional parking at adjacent farmer's 

market, Northville Township zoning ordinance does 

not define library parking requirements

Å The Library Building is represented at 40,000 square 

foot of coverage on the main floor, library would be 

1-story

Å The site has limited pedestrian access across 

existing railroad tracks from Central Business 

District, future pedestrian path is currently proposed 

by master plan

Å Existing Building to be removed

Å Environmental information unknown

Å Privately Owned

Å The possibility of community partnerships and 

private partnership on parcel



23

SITE #7 ï7 Mile Rd. (Northville Plaza)
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SITE #7 ïCost Analysis

Å Possible environmental remediation scope 

is unknown and possible costs are not 

included in analysis

Å Cost of demolishing existing building not 

included in analysis

Å Site costs includes 5 Ac. Library site only. 

Remainder of site development costs to be 

carried through possible site partnership

Å Cost of site acquisition not included in cost 

analysis


