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Power by Naomi Alderman

What would happen if women suddenly possessed a fierce new power? All over the world women
and girls are discovering they have the power. With a flick of the fingers they can inflict terrible pain, and
even death. And with this small twist of nature, everything changes drastically.

Long Petal of the Sea by Isabel Allende

In the late 1930s, civil war grips Spain. When General Franco and his Fascists succeed in overthrowing the
government, hundreds of thousands are forced to flee in a treacherous journey over the mountains to
the French border. Among them is Roser, a pregnant young widow, who finds her life intertwined with
that of Victor Dalmau, an army doctor and the brother of her deceased love. In order to survive, the two
must unite in a marriage neither of them desires.

Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood

Offred is a Handmaid. She can only leave the home of the Commander and his wife once a day to walk to
food markets whose signs are now pictures instead of words because women are no longer allowed to
read. She must lie on her back once a month and pray that the Commander makes her pregnant, because
in an age of declining births, Offred and the other Handmaids are valued only if their ovaries
are viable. Set in the near future, life in what was once the United States and is now called the Republic
of Gilead, a monotheocracy that has reacted to social unrest and a sharply declining birthrate by reverting
to, and going beyond, the repressive intolerance of the original Puritans.
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Beartown by Fredrik Backman

One night at a drunken celebration following a key hockey win, something happens between Kevin,
a star player just on the cusp of securing his golden future in the NHL; and the general manager's daughter-
-and the next day everything seems to have changed. Accusations are made and, like ripples on a pond,
they travel through all of Beartown, leaving no resident unaffected. With so much riding on the success
of the team, the line between loyalty and betrayal becomes difficult to discern. At last, it falls to one young
man to find the courage to speak the truth that it seems no one else wants to hear."

Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman

Ove is a curmudgeon--the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were burglars caught
outside his bedroom window. He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People call him
"the bitter neighbor from hell." But must Ove be bitter just because he doesn't walk around with a smile
plastered to his face all the time? Behind the cranky exterior there is a story and a sadness. So when one
November morning a chatty young couple with two chatty young daughters move in next door and
accidentally flatten Ove's mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical and heartwarming tale of unkempt cats,
unexpected friendship, and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul. All of which will change one cranky old
man and a local residents' association to their very foundations.

We Hope For Better Things by Erin Bartels

When Elizabeth Balsam is asked to deliver a box of old photos to a relative she didn't know she had, she
begins a journey of discovery about her family, including two remarkable women who embodied
courage and love in the face of war, racism, and persecution.

Other Einstein by Marie Benedict

What secrets may have lurked in the shadows of Albert Einstein's fame? His first wife, Mileva "Mitza"
Mari, was more than the devoted mother of their three children - she was also a brilliant physicist in her
own right, and her contributions to the special theory of relativity have been hotly debated for more than
a century. As Albert's fame grows, Mileva worries that her light will be lost in her husband's shadow
forever.
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Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray

In her twenties, Belle da Costa Greene is hired by J. P. Morgan to curate a collection of rare manuscripts,
books, and artwork for his newly built Pierpont Morgan Library. Belle becomes a fixture in New York City
society and one of the most powerful people in the art and book world, known for her impeccable taste
and shrewd negotiating for critical works as she helps create a world-class collection. But Belle has a
secret, one she must protect at all costs. She was born not Belle da Costa Greene but Belle Marion
Greener. She is the daughter of Richard Greener, the first Black graduate of Harvard and a well-known
advocate for equality. Belle’s complexion isn’t dark because of her alleged Portuguese heritage that lets
her pass as white—her complexion is dark because she is African American.

Immortalists by Chloe Benjamin

It's 1969 in New York City's Lower East Side, and word has spread of the arrival of a mystical woman, a
traveling psychic who claims to be able to tell anyone the day they will die. The Gold children--four
adolescents on the cusp of self-awareness--sneak out to hear their fortunes. Their prophecies inform their
next five decades. The Immortalists probes the line between destiny and choice, reality and illusion, this
world and the next. It is a deeply moving testament to the power of story, the nature of belief, and the
unrelenting pull of familial bonds.

Aviator’s Wife by Melanie Benjamin

Melanie Benjamin pulls back the curtain on the marriage of one of America's most extraordinary couples:
Charles Lindbergh and Anne Morrow Lindbergh. Drawing on the rich history of the twentieth century--
from the late twenties to the mid-sixties--and featuring cameos from such notable characters as Joseph
Kennedy and Amelia Earhart, The Aviator's Wife is a vividly imagined novel of a complicated marriage--
revealing both its dizzying highs and its devastating lows. With stunning power and grace, Benjamin
provides new insight into what made this remarkable relationship endure.

Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett

The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up together in a small, southern black
community and running away at age sixteen, it's not just the shape of their daily lives that is different as
adults, it's everything: their families, their communities, their racial identities. Ten years later, one sister
lives with her black daughter in the same southern town she once tried to escape. The other secretly
passes for white, and her white husband knows nothing of her past. Still, even separated by so many miles
and just as many lies, the fates of the twins remain intertwined.
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Moloka’i by Alan Brennert

Young Rachel Kalama, growing up in idyllic Honolulu in the 1890s, is part of a big, loving Hawaiian family,
and dreams of seeing the far-off lands that her father, a merchant seaman, often visits. But at the age of
seven, Rachel and her dreams are shattered by the discovery that she has leprosy. Forcibly removed from
her family, she is sent to Kalaupapa, the isolated leper colony on the island of Moloka'i. In her exile she
finds a family of friends to replace the family she's lost. Rachel's life, though shadowed by disease,
isolation, and tragedy, is also one of joy, courage, and dignity.

Ready Player One by Ernest Cline

"Ready Player One takes place in the not-so-distant future--the world has turned into a very bleak place,
but luckily there is OASIS, a virtual reality world that is a vast online utopia. Along with millions of other
world-wide citizens, Wade Watts’s dreams of finding three keys left behind by James Halliday, the now-
deceased creator of OASIS and the richest man to have ever lived. The keys are rumored to be hidden
inside OASIS, and whoever finds them will inherit Halliday's fortune. But Halliday has not made it easy.
And, there are real dangers in this virtual world.

Innocents by Michael Crummey

Richly imagined and compulsively readable, prizewinning author Michael Crummey's The Innocents is a
riveting story of hardship and survival, and an unflinching exploration of the bond between brother and
sister. By turns electrifying and heartbreaking, it is a testament to the bounty and barbarity of the world,
to the wonders and strangeness of our individual selves.

Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh

Diffenbaugh chronicles the first harrowing steps into adulthood taken by a deeply wounded soul who
finds her only solace in an all-but-forgotten language. On her 18th birthday, Victoria Jones ages out of the
foster care system, a random series of living arrangements around the San Francisco Bay Area the only
home she's ever known. Unable to express herself with words, she relies on the Victorian language of
flowers to communicate: dahlias for "dignity"; rhododendron for "beware." Released from care with
almost nothing, Victoria becomes homeless, stealing food and sleeping in McKinley Square, in San
Francisco, where she maintains a small garden. Her secret knowledge soon lands her a job selling flowers,
where she meets Grant, a mystery man who not only speaks her language, but also holds a crucial key to
her past. Though Victoria is wary of almost everyone, she opens to Grant, and he reconnects her with the
only person who has ever mattered in her life.
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All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr

Marie-Laure is a sightless girl who lived with her father in Paris before the occupation; he was a master
locksmith for the Museum of Natural History. When German forces necessitate abandonment of the city,
Marie-Laure’s father, taking with him the museum’s greatest treasure, removes himself and his daughter
and eventually arrives at his uncle’s house in the coastal city of Saint-Malo. Meanwhile, young German
soldier Werner is sent to Saint-Malo to track Resistance activity there, and eventually, and inevitably,
Marie-Laure’s and Werner’s paths cross. It is through their individual and intertwined tales that Doerr
masterfully and knowledgeably re-creates the deprived civilian conditions of war-torn France and the
strictly controlled lives of the military occupiers.

Wonder by Emma Donoghue

Tourists flock to the cabin of eleven-year-old Anna O'Donnell, who is said to be living without food, and a
journalist is sent to cover the sensation. Lib Wright, a veteran of Florence Nightingale's Crimean campaign,
is hired to keep watch over the girl. As Anna's life ebbs away, Lib finds herself responsible not just for the
care of a child but for that child's very survival.

Turner House by Angela Flournoy

The Turners have lived on Yarrow Street for over fifty years. Their house has seen thirteen children grown
and gone--and some returned; it has seen the arrival of grandchildren, the fall of Detroit's East Side, and
the loss of a father. The house still stands despite abandoned lots, an embattled city, and the inevitable
shift outward to the suburbs. But now, as ailing matriarch Viola finds herself forced to leave her home and
move in with her eldest son, the family discovers that the house is worth just a tenth of its mortgage. The
Turner children are called home to decide its fate and to reckon with how each of their pasts haunts--and
shapes--their family's future.

Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus

Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the first to point out
that there is no such thing as an average woman. But it's the early 1960s and her all-male team at Hastings
Research Institute takes a very unscientific view of equality. Except for one: Calvin Evans; the lonely,
brilliant, Nobel-prize nominated grudge-holder who falls in love with--of all things--her mind. True
chemistry results.
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Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George

A book is both medic and medicine at once. It makes a diagnosis as well as offering therapy. Putting the
right novels to the appropriate ailments: that's how | sell books." Monsieur Perdu calls himself a literary
apothecary. From his floating bookstore in a barge on the Seine, he prescribes novels for the hardships of
life. Using his intuitive feel for the exact book a reader needs, Perdu mends broken hearts and souls. The
only person he can't seem to heal through literature is himself; he's still haunted by heartbreak after his
great love disappeared.

Transcendent Kingdom by Yaa Gyasi

Transcendent Kingdom is a deeply moving portrait of a family of Ghanaian immigrants ravaged by
depression and addiction and grief--a novel about faith, science, religion, and love. Gifty is a sixth-year
PhD candidate in neuroscience at the Stanford University School of Medicine and she is determined to
discover the scientific basis for the suffering she sees all around her.

Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time by Mark Haddon

Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the world and their capitals and every prime
number up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human emotions. He cannot
stand to be touched. Although gifted with a superbly logical brain, Christopher is autistic. And herein lies
the key to the brilliance of Mark Haddon’s choice of narrator. The most wrenching of emotional moments
are chronicled by a boy who cannot fathom emotion.

Midnight Library by Matt Haig

Nora Seed finds herself faced with the possibility of changing her life for a new one, following a different
career, undoing old breakups, or realizing her dreams of becoming a glaciologist, she must search within
herself as she travels through the Midnight Library to decide what is truly fulfilling in life, and what makes
it worth living in the first place.

Great Alone by Kristin Hannah

Ernt Allbright, a former POW, comes home from the Vietnam War a changed and volatile man. When he
loses yet another job, he makes an impulsive decision: he will move his family north, to Alaska, where
they will live off the grid in America's last true frontier ... At first Alaska seems to be the answer to their
prayers ... But as winter approaches and darkness descends on Alaska, Ernt's fragile mental state
deteriorates and the family begins to fracture"
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Nightingale by Kristin Hannah

Younger, bolder sister Isabelle lives in Paris while Viann lives a quiet and content life in the French
countryside with her husband Antoine and their daughter. When World War Il strikes and Antoine is sent
off to fight, Viann and Isabelle's father sends Isabelle to help her older sister cope. As the war progresses,
it's not only the sisters' relationship that is tested, but also their strength and their individual senses of
right and wrong. With life as they know it changing in unbelievably horrific ways, Viann and Isabelle will
find themselves facing frightening situations and responding in ways they never thought possible as
bravery and resistance take different forms in each of their actions.

Mercies by Kiran Millwood Hargrave

Inspired by real historical events, The Mercies is a breathtaking story of love, fear and obsession, and the
strength and courage of women. After a storm has killed off all the island's men, two women in a 1600s
Norwegian coastal village struggle to survive against both natural forces and the men who have been sent
to rid the community of alleged witchcraft.

Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harmel

Eva Traube Abrams, a semi-retired librarian in Florida, is shelving books one morning when her eyes lock
on a photograph in a magazine lying open nearby. She freezes; it's an image of a book she hasn't seen in
sixty-five years--a book she recognizes as The Book of Lost Names. The accompanying article discusses the
looting of libraries by the Nazis across Europe during World War ll--an experience Eva remembers well--
and the search to reunite people with the texts taken from them so long ago.

River by Peter Heller

Wynn and Jack have been best friends since college orientation, bonded by their shared love of
mountains, books, and fishing. When they decide to canoe the Maskwa River in northern Canada, they
anticipate long days of leisurely paddling and berry picking, and nights of stargazing and reading. But a
wildfire making its way across the forest adds unexpected urgency to the journey. One night they hear a
man and woman arguing on the fog-shrouded riverbank. The next day, a man appears on the river,
paddling alone. Is this the same man they heard? And if he is, where is the woman? From this charged
beginning, unspools a headlong, heart-pounding story of desperate wilderness survival.
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Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman

Eleanor Oliphant struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to say exactly what she's thinking.
Nothing is missing in her carefully timetabled life of avoiding social interactions, where weekends are
punctuated by frozen pizza, vodka, and phone chats with Mummy. But everything changes when Eleanor
meets Raymond, the bumbling and deeply unhygienic IT guy from her office. When she and Raymond
save Sammy, an elderly gentleman who has fallen on the sidewalk, the three become the kinds of friends
who rescue one another from the lives of isolation they have each been living.

Loving Frank by Nancy Horan

| have been standing on the side of life, watching it float by. | want to swim in the river. | want to feel the
current. So writes Mamah Borthwick Cheney in her diary as she struggles to justify her clandestine love
affair with Frank Lloyd Wright. Four years earlier, in 1903, Mamah and her husband, Edwin, had
commissioned the renowned architect to design a new home for them. During the construction of the
house, a powerful attraction developed between Mamah and Frank, and in time the lovers, each married
with children, embarked on a course that would shock Chicago society and forever change their lives.

Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro

As a child, Kathy-now thirty-one years old-lived at Hailsham, a private school in the scenic English
countryside where the children were sheltered from the outside world, brought up to believe that they
were special and that their well-being was crucial not only for themselves but for the society they would
eventually enter. Kathy had long ago put this idyllic past behind her, but when two of her Hailsham friends
come back into her life, she stops resisting the pull of memory. A tale of deceptive simplicity, Never Let
Me Go slowly reveals an extraordinary emotional depth and resonance-and takes its place among Kazuo
Ishiguro's finest work.

News of the World by Paulette lJiles

It is 1870 and Captain Jefferson Kyle Kidd travels through northern Texas, giving live readings to paying
audiences hungry for news of the world. An elderly widower who has lived through three wars and fought
in two of them he enjoys his rootless, solitary existence. He is offered a S50 gold piece to deliver a young
orphan to her relatives in San Antonio. Four years earlier, a band of Kiowa raiders killed Johanna's parents
and sister; sparing the little girl, they raised her as one of their own. Recently rescued by the U.S. army,
the ten-year-old has once again been torn away from the only home she knows. Exquisitely rendered and
morally complex, News of the World is a brilliant work of historical fiction that explores the boundaries of
family, responsibility, honor, and trust.
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American Marriage by Tayari Jones

Newlyweds Celestial and Roy, the living embodiment of the New South, are settling into the routine of
their life together when Roy is sent to prison for a crime he didn't commit. An insightful look into the lives
of people who are bound and separated by forces beyond their control.

Mudbound by Hillary Jordan

Prejudice takes many forms, both subtle and brutal. It is 1946, and city-bred Laura McAllan is trying to
raise her children on her husband's Mississippi Delta farm--a place she finds foreign and frightening. In
the midst of the family's struggles, two young men return from the war to work the land. Jamie McAllan,
Laura's brother-in-law, is everything her husband is not--charming, handsome, and haunted by his
memories of combat. Ronsel Jackson, eldest son of the black sharecroppers who live on the McAllan farm,
has come home with the shine of a war hero. But no matter his bravery in defense of his country, he is
still considered less than a man in the Jim Crow South. It is the unlikely friendship of these brothers-in-
arms that drives this powerful novel to its inexorable conclusion. The men and women of each family
relate their versions of events and we are drawn into their lives as they become players in a tragedy on
the grandest scale.

Music Shop by Rachel Joyce

It's 1988. The CD has arrived. Sales of the shiny new disks are soaring on high streets in cities across the
country. Meanwhile, down a dead-end street, Frank's music shop stands small and brightly lit, jam-
packed with records of every kind. It attracts the lonely, the sleepless, and the adrift. There is room for
everyone. Frank has a gift for finding his customers the music they need. Into this shop arrives llse
Brauchmann - practical, brave, well-heeled. Frank falls for this curious woman who always dresses in
green. But llse's reasons for visiting the shop are not what they seem.

Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce

Harold Fry, recently retired, lives in a small English village with his wife, Maureen, who seems irritated by
almost everything he does, even down to how he butters his toast. One morning the mail arrives, and
within the stack of quotidian minutiae is a letter addressed to Harold in a shaky scrawl from a woman he
hasn't seen or heard from in twenty years. Queenie Hennessy is in hospice and is writing to say goodbye.
Harold pens a quick reply and, leaving Maureen to her chores, heads to the corner mailbox. But then,
Harold has a chance encounter that convinces him that he absolutely must deliver his message to Queenie
in person. And thus begins the unlikely pilgrimage. Harold Fry is determined to walk six hundred miles
from Kingsbridge to the hospice. He believes, as long as he walks, Queenie Hennessey will live. Along the
way he meets one fascinating character after another.
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Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly

Inspired by the life of a real World War Il heroine, this powerful debut novel reveals an incredible story of
love, redemption, and terrible secrets that were hidden for decades. New York socialite Caroline Ferriday
has her hands full with her post at the French consulate and a new love on the horizon. But Caroline's
world is forever changed when Hitler's army invades Poland in September 1939--and then sets its sights
on France. An ocean away from Caroline, Kasia Kuzmerick, a Polish teenager, senses her carefree youth
disappearing as she is drawn deeper into her role as courier for the underground resistance movement.
In a tense atmosphere of watchful eyes and suspecting neighbors, one false move can have dire
consequences.

Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd

Hetty "Handful" Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston, yearns for life beyond the
suffocating walls that enclose her within the wealthy Grimke household. The Grimke's daughter, Sarah,
has known from an early age she is meant to do something large in the world, but she is hemmed in by
the limits imposed on women. Kidd's sweeping novel is set in motion on Sarah's eleventh birthday, when
she is given ownership of ten year old Handful, who is to be her handmaid. We follow their journey over
the next thirty five years, as both strive for a life of their own, dramatically shaping each other's destinies
and forming a complex relationship marked by guilt, defiance, estrangement and the uneasy ways of love.

Plot by Jean Hanff Korelitz

Jacob Finch Bonner was once a promising young novelist with a respectably published first book. Today,
he's teaching in a third-rate MFA program and struggling to maintain what's left of his self-respect; he
hasn't written--let alone published--anything decent in years. When Evan Parker, his most arrogant
student, announces he doesn't need Jake's help because the plot of his book in progress is a sure thing,
Jake is prepared to dismiss the boast as typical amateur narcissism. But then . . . he hears the plot.

This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger

In the summer of 1932, on the banks of Minnesota's Gilead River, the Lincoln Indian Training School is a
pitiless place where Native American children, forcibly separated from their parents, are sent to be
educated. It is also home to Odie, a lively orphan boy whose exploits constantly earn him the
superintendent's wrath. Odie and his brother, Albert, are the only white faces among the hundreds of
Native American children at the school. After committing a terrible crime, Odie and Albert are forced to
flee for their lives along with their best friend, Mose, a mute young man of Sioux heritage. They also
take with them a brokenhearted little girl named Emmy. Together, they steal away in a canoe, heading
for the mighty Mississippi in search of a place to call home.
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Crazy Rich Asians by Kevin Kwan

When New Yorker Rachel Chu agrees to spend the summer in Singapore with her boyfriend, Nicholas
Young, she envisions a humble family home and quality time with the man she hopes to marry. But Nick
has failed to give his girlfriend a few key details. One, that his childhood home looks like a palace; two,
that he grew up riding in more private planes than cars; and three, that he just happens to be the country's
most eligible bachelor. On Nick's arm, Rachel may as well have a target on her back the second she steps
off the plane, and soon, her relaxed vacation turns into an obstacle course of old money, new money,
nosy relatives, and scheming social climbers.

Pew by Catherine Lacey

A figure with no discernible identity appears in a small, religious town, throwing its inhabitants into a
frenzy. As the town spends the week preparing for a mysterious Forgiveness Festival, Pew is shuttled
from one household to the next. The earnest and seemingly well-meaning townspeople see conflicting
identities in Pew, and many confess their fears and secrets to them in one-sided conversations. Pew
listens and observes while experiencing brief flashes of past lives or clues about their origin. As days
pass, the void around Pew’s presence begins to unnerve the community, whose generosity erodes into
menace and suspicion.

Defending Jacob by William Landay

Andy Barber has been an assistant district attorney in his suburban Massachusetts County for more than
twenty years. But when a shocking crime shatters their New England town, Andy is blindsided when his
fourteen-year-old son is charged with the murder of a fellow student. As damning facts and shocking
revelations surface, as a marriage threatens to crumble and the trial intensifies, as the crisis reveals how
little a father knows about his son, Andy will face a trial of his own--between loyalty and justice, between
truth and allegation, between a past he's tried to bury and a future he cannot conceive.

Good Neighbors by Sarah Langan

Welcome to Maple Street, a picture-perfect slice of suburban Long Island, its residents bound by their
children, their work, and their illusion of safety in a rapidly changing world. But menace skulks among this
exclusive enclave. When the Wilde family arrive, they trigger their neighbors' worst fears. And, they don't
fit with the way Maple Street sees itself. As tensions mount, a sinkhole opens in a nearby park, Shelly falls
inside. The search for Shelly brings a shocking accusation against the Wildes. Suddenly, it is one mom's
word against the others in a court of public opinion that can end only in blood.
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Great Believers by Rebecca Makkai

A novel of friendship and redemption in the face of tragedy and loss set in 1980s Chicago and
contemporary Paris. In 1985, Yale Tishman, the development director for an art gallery in Chicago, is about
to pull off an amazing coup, bringing in an extraordinary collection of 1920s paintings as a gift to the
gallery. Yet as his career begins to flourish, the carnage of the AIDS epidemic grows around him. One by
one, his friends are dying and after his friend Nico's funeral, the virus circles closer and closer to Yale
himself. Soon the only person he has left is Fiona, Nico's little sister. With the heartbreak of the eighties
and the chaos of the modern world, Yale and Fiona struggle to find goodness in the midst of disaster.

Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel

One snowy night Arthur Leander, a famous actor, has a heart attack onstage during a production. Jeevan
Chaudhary, is in the audience and leaps to his aid. A child actress named Kirsten Raymonde watches in
horror as Jeevan performs CPR, pumping Arthur's chest as the curtain drops, but Arthur is dead. That same
night, as Jeevan walks home from the theater, a terrible flu begins to spread. Hospitals are flooded and
Jeevan and his brother barricade themselves inside as life disintegrates outside. This novel charts the
strange twists of fate that connect five people: the actor, the man who tried to save him, the actor's first
wife, his oldest friend, and a young actress with the Traveling Symphony, caught in the crosshairs of a
dangerous self-proclaimed

Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue

Jende Jonga, a Cameroonian immigrant living in Harlem, has come to the United States to provide a better
life for himself, his wife, Neni, and their six-year-old son. In the fall of 2007, Jende can hardly believe his
luck when he lands a job as a chauffeur for Clark Edwards, a senior executive at Lehman Brothers. Clark
demands punctuality, discretion, and loyalty—and Jende is eager to please. Clark’s wife, Cindy, even offers
Neni temporary work at the Edwardses’ summer home in the Hamptons. With these opportunities, Jende
and Neni can at last gain a foothold in America and imagine a brighter future.

Phone Booth at the Edge of the World by Laura Imai Messina

When Yui loses both her mother and her daughter in the tsunami, she begins to mark the passage of time
from that date onward: Everything is relative to March 11, 2011, the day the tsunami tore Japan apart,
and when grief took hold of her life.
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A Place for Us by Fatima Farheen Mirza

A Place for Us unfolds the lives of an Indian-American Muslim family, gathered together in their Californian
hometown to celebrate the eldest daughter, Hadia's, wedding - a match of love rather than tradition. It is
here, on this momentous day, that Amar, the youngest of the siblings, reunites with his family for the first
time in three years. Rafiq and Layla must now contend with the choices and betrayals that lead to their
son's estrangement - the reckoning of parents who strove to pass on their cultures and traditions to their
children; and of children who in turn struggle to balance authenticity in themselves with loyalty to the
home they came from.

Last Days of Night by Graham Moore

New York, 1888. Gas lamps still flicker in the city streets, but the miracle of electric light is in its infancy.
The person who controls the means to turn night into day will make history--and a vast fortune. A young
untested lawyer named Paul Cravath, fresh out of Columbia Law School, takes a case that seems
impossible to win. Paul's client, George Westinghouse, has been sued by Thomas Edison over a billion-
dollar question: Who invented the light bulb and holds the right to power the country?

Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris

Based on the true story of an Auschwitz-Birkenau survivor this novel traces the experiences of a Jewish
Slovakian who uses his position as a concentration-camp tattooist to secure food for his fellow prisoners.
The Tattooist of Auschwitz is a testament to the endurance of love and humanity under the darkest
possible conditions.

Me Before You by Jojo Moyes

Despite her lack of nursing experience, former waitress Louisa Clark lands a job as daytime caretaker for
recently paralyzed quadriplegic businessman Will Traynor. Will's wealthy family prays that this cheerful
young woman can dispel Will's depression and determination to end his own life. Louisa is horrified when
she learns that euthanasia has been scheduled and sets out to enrich Will's life enough to restore his will
to live.

Scarlet In Blue by Jennifer Murphy

Part mystery, part coming-of-age story, and part tragedy, Scarlet In Blue, traces the lives of a mother and
daughter who, because of their fugitive lifestyle and the pain that overshadows it, share a dependence
and a love so strong neither can imagine life without the other.
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Dear Edward by Ann Napolitano

What does it mean not just to survive, but to truly live? One summer morning, twelve-year-old Edward
Adler, his older brother, his parents, and 183 other passengers board a flight in Newark headed for Los
Angeles. Halfway across the country, the plane crashes. Edward is the sole survivor. When you’ve lost
everything, how do you find the strength to put one foot in front of the other? How do you learn to feel
safe again? How do you find meaning in your life?

Hello Beautiful by Ann Napolitano

William Waters grew up in a house silenced by tragedy, where his parents could hardly bear to look at
him, much less love him. So it's a relief when his skill on the basketball court earns him a scholarship to
college, far from his childhood home. He soon meets Julia Padavano, a spirited and ambitious young
woman who surprises William with her appreciation of his quiet steadiness. With Julia comes her family;
and she is inseparable from her three younger sisters: Sylvie, the dreamer, Cecelia, the family's artist;
and Emeline, who patiently takes care of all of them. But darkness from William's past surfaces,
jeopardizing not only Julia's carefully orchestrated plans for their future, but the sisters' unshakeable
loyalty to one another. The result is a catastrophic family rift that changes their lives for generations.

Everything | Never Told You by Celeste Ng

An exquisite novel about a Chinese American family living in 1970s small-town Ohio. Lydia is the favorite
child of Marilyn and James Lee, and her parents are determined that she will fulfill the dreams they were
unable to pursue. But when Lydia's body is found in the local lake, the delicate balancing act that has been
keeping the Lee family together is destroyed, tumbling them into chaos.

Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng

Mia Warren - an enigmatic artist and single mother - arrives in Shaker Heights, Ohio with her teenaged
daughter Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardson’s. Soon Mia and Pearl become more than tenants:
all four Richardson children are drawn to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious
past and a disregard for the status quo that threatens to upend this carefully ordered community. When
family friends of the Richardson’s attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a custody battle erupts that
dramatically divides the town.
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Mountains Sing by Phan Que Mai Nguyen

The Mountains Sing tells an enveloping, multigenerational tale of the Tran family, set against the backdrop
of the Viét Nam War. Tran Diéu Lan, who was born in 1920, was forced to flee her family farm with her
six children during the Land Reform as the Communist government rose in the North. Years later in H N&i,
her young granddaughter, Hwong, comes of age as her parents and uncles head off down the H6 Ch Minh
Trail to fight in a conflict that tore apart not just her beloved country, but also her family. The Mountains
Sing brings to life the human costs of this conflict from the point of view of the Vietnamese people
themselves, while showing us the true power of kindness and hope.

Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen

The Sympathizer is a sweeping epic of love and betrayal. The narrator, a communist double agent, is a
"man of two minds," a half-French, half-Vietnamese army captain who arranges to come to America after
the Fall of Saigon, and while building a new life with other Vietnamese refugees in Los Angeles is secretly
reporting back to his communist superiors in Vietnam. The Sympathizer is a blistering exploration of
identity and America, a gripping espionage novel, and a powerful story friendship.

True Biz by Sara Novic

"True biz? The students at the River Valley School for the Deaf just want to hook up, pass their history
final, and have doctors, politicians, and their parents stop telling them what to do with their bodies. This
revelatory novel plunges readers into the halls of a residential school for the deaf. This is a story of sign
language and lip-reading, cochlear implants and civil rights, isolation and injustice, first love and loss, and,
above all, great persistence, daring, and joy. Absorbing and assured, idiosyncratic and relatable, this is an
unforgettable journey into the Deaf community and a universal celebration of human connection".

Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell

A young Latin tutor--penniless and bullied by a violent father--falls in love with an extraordinary, eccentric
young woman. Agnes is a wild creature who walks her family's land with a falcon on her glove and is
known throughout the countryside for her unusual gifts as a healer, understanding plants and potions
better than she does people. Once she settles with her husband on Henley Street in Stratford-upon-Avon,
she becomes a fiercely protective mother and a steadfast, centrifugal force in the life of her young
husband, whose career on the London stage is just taking off when his beloved young son succumbs to
sudden fever.
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There There by Tommy Orange

This novel follows twelve characters from Native communities: all traveling to the Big Oakland Powwow,
all connected to one another in ways they may not yet realize. Together, this chorus of voices tells of the
plight of the urban Native American—grappling with a complex and painful history, with an inheritance of
beauty and spirituality, communion, sacrifice and heroism.

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens

For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina
coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya
Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for
years alone in the marsh that she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the
time comes when she yearns to be touched and loved. When two young men from town become intrigued
by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life--until the unthinkable happens.

Commonwealth by Ann Patchett

Franny begins an affair with the legendary author Leon Posen and tells him about her family, the story of
her siblings is no longer hers to control. Their childhood becomes the basis for his wildly successful book,
ultimately forcing them to come to terms with their losses, their guilt, and the deeply loyal connection
they feel for one another.

Dutch House by Ann Patchett

Cyril Conroy combines luck and a single canny investment to begin an enormous real estate empire,
propelling his family from poverty to enormous wealth. His first order of business is to buy the Dutch
House, a lavish estate in the suburbs outside of Philadelphia. Meant as a surprise for his wife, the house
sets in motion the undoing of everyone he loves.

Tom Lake by Ann Patchett

In the spring of 2020, Lara's three daughters return to the family's orchard in Northern Michigan. While
picking cherries, they beg their mother to tell them the story of Peter Duke, a famous actor with whom
she shared both a stage and a romance years before at a theater company called Tom Lake. As Lara recalls
the past, her daughters examine their own lives and relationship with their mother, and are forced to
reconsider the world and everything they thought they knew.
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Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult

Ruth Jefferson is a labor and delivery nurse at a Connecticut hospital with more than twenty years’
experience. During her shift, Ruth begins a routine checkup on a newborn, only to be told a few minutes
later that she’s been reassigned to another patient. The parents are white supremacists and don’t want
Ruth, who is African American, to touch their child. The hospital complies with their request, but the next
day, the baby goes into cardiac distress while Ruth is alone in the nursery. Does she obey orders or does
she intervene?

Such a Fun Age by Kiley Reid

A striking and surprising debut novel from an exhilarating new voice, Such a Fun Age is a page-turning and
big-hearted story about race and privilege, set around a young black babysitter, her well-intentioned
employer, and a surprising connection that threatens to undo them both. With empathy and piercing
social commentary, Such a Fun Age explores the stickiness of transactional relationships, what it means
to make someone "family," and the complicated reality of being a grown up.

Daisy Jones & the Six by Taylor Jenkins Reid

Daisy is a girl coming of age in L.A. in the late sixties, sneaking into clubs on the Sunset Strip, sleeping with
rock stars, and dreaming of singing at the Whisky a Go-Go. But, it's the rock and roll she loves most. By
the time she's twenty, her voice is getting noticed. Another band getting noticed is The Six, led by the
brooding Billy Dunne. Daisy and Billy cross paths when a producer realizes the key to supercharged success
is to put the two together. What happens next will become the stuff of legend. Written is an oral history
of one of the biggest bands of the seventies.

Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson

Cussy Mary Carter is the last of her kind, her skin the color of a blue damselfly in these dusty hills. But that
doesn't mean she's got nothing to offer. As a member of the Pack Horse Library Project, Cussy delivers
books to the hill folk of Troublesome, hoping to spread learning in these desperate times. But not
everyone is so keen on Cussy's family or the Library Project, and the hardscrabble Kentuckians are quick
to blame a Blue for any trouble in their small town.

Book Club on the Go | Northville District Library | Updated 10/19/2023




Normal People by Sally Rooney

At school Connell and Marianne pretend not to know each other. He's popular and well-
adjusted, star of the school football team, while she is lonely, proud and intensely private. But
when Connell comes to pick his mother up from her job at Marianne's house, a strange and
indelible connection grows between the two teenagers--one they are determined to conceal.

Women of the Copper Country by Mary Doria Russell

In July 1913, twenty-five-year-old Annie Clements has seen enough of the world to know that it’s unfair.
She’s spent her whole life in the mining town of Calumet, Michigan, where men risk their lives for meager
salaries—and have barely enough to put food on the table for their families. The women labor in the
houses of the elite, and send their husbands and sons deep underground each day, dreading the fateful
call of the company man telling them their loved ones aren’t coming home. So, when Annie decides to
stand up for the entire town of Calumet, nearly everyone believes she may have taken on more than she
is prepared to handle.

Where’d you go, Bernadette by Maria Semple

Bernadette Fox is notorious. To her Microsoft-guru husband, she's a fearlessly opinionated partner; to
fellow private-school mothers in Seattle, she's a disgrace; to design mavens, she's a revolutionary
architect, and to 15-year-old Bee, she is a best friend and, simply, Mom. Then Bernadette disappears. To
find her mother, Bee compiles email messages, official documents, secret correspondence--creating a
compulsively readable and touching novel about misplaced genius and a mother and daughter's role in an
absurd world.

Invisible Life of Addie LaRue by V. E. Schwab

France, 1714: in a moment of desperation, a young woman makes a Faustian bargain to live
forever—and is cursed to be forgotten by everyone she meets. Thus begins the extraordinary life of
Addie LaRue, and a dazzling adventure that will play out across centuries and continents, across history
and art, as a young woman learns how far she will go to leave her mark on the world.
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In Five Years by Rebecca Serle

Her meticulous planning seems to have paid off after she nails the most important job interview of her
career and accepts her boyfriend’s marriage proposal in one fell swoop, falling asleep completely
content. But when she awakens, she’s suddenly in a different apartment, with a different ring on her
finger, and beside a very different man. Dannie spends one hour exactly five years in the future before
she wakes again in her own home on the brink of midnight—but it is one hour she cannot shake. In Five
Years is an unforgettable love story, but it is not the one you’re expecting.

Great Circle by Maggie Shipstead

After being rescued as infants from a sinking ocean liner in 1914, Marian and Jamie Graves are raised by
their dissolute uncle in Missoula, Montana. There--after encountering a pair of barnstorming pilots
passing through town in beat-up biplanes--Marian commences her lifelong love affair with flight. At
fourteen she drops out of school and finds an unexpected and dangerous patron in a wealthy bootlegger
who provides a plane and subsidizes her lessons, an arrangement that will haunt her for the rest of her
life, even as it allows her to fulfill her destiny: circumnavigating the globe by flying over the North and
South Poles.

Light between Oceans by M. L. Stedman

After World War |, Tom Sherbourne takes a job as lighthouse keeper on isolated Janus Rock, off the coast
of Australia, where the supply boat comes only four times a year. His spunky wife, Isabel, suffers two
miscarriages and a still birth in three years, so it’s no surprise that when a boat washes up carrying a dead
man and a live baby, Isabel persuades Tom not to report the incident and takes the baby as hers. That
causes trouble, of course, when they eventually return to the mainland.

Nothing to See Here by Kevin Wilson

Lillian and Madison were the unlikeliest of roommates at their elite boarding school: Madison, the
daughter of a prominent Atlanta family, being groomed for greatness; Lillian, a scholarship student,
plucked out of nowhere based solely on her intellect and athletic prowess. Years later, Madison writes
and begs Lillian for help. Her husband's twin step kids are moving in with them and she wants Lillian to be
their caretaker. However, there's a catch: the twins can spontaneously combust when they get agitated,
flames igniting from their skin in a disturbing but beautiful way.
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Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate

Based on one of America’s most notorious real-life scandals—in which Georgia Tann, director of a
Memphis-based adoption organization, kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy families all over the
country.

NON-FICTION

Arranged by Dewey number classification

Quiet: the Power of Introverts in a World that can’t stop talking
by Susan Cain (155.232D)

In Quiet, Susan Cain argues that we dramatically undervalue introverts and shows how much we lose in
doing so. She charts the rise of the Extrovert Ideal throughout the twentieth century and explores how
deeply it has come to permeate our culture. She also introduces us to successful introverts--from a witty,
high-octane public speaker who recharges in solitude after his talks, to a record-breaking salesman who
quietly taps into the power of questions. Quiet has the power to permanently change how we see
introverts and, equally important, how they see themselves.

Happiness Project by Gretchen Rubin (158R)

Rubin had an epiphany one rainy afternoon in the unlikeliest of places: a city bus. "The days are long, but
the years are short," she realized. "Time is passing, and I'm not focusing enough on the things that really
matter." In that moment, she decided to dedicate a year to her happiness project. With humor and insight,
she chronicles her adventures during the twelve months she spent test-driving the wisdom of the ages,
current scientific research, and lessons from popular culture about how to be happier.
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Power of Habit by Charles Duhigg (158.1D)

In The Power of Habit, Pulitzer Prize-winning business reporter Charles Duhigg takes us to the thrilling
edge of scientific discoveries that explain why habits exist and how they can be changed. Distilling vast
amounts of information into engrossing narratives that take us from the boardrooms of Procter & Gamble
to sidelines of the NFL to the front lines of the civil rights movement, Duhigg presents a whole new
understanding of human nature and it’s potential. At its core, The Power of Habit contains an exhilarating
argument: The key to exercising regularly, losing weight, being more productive, and achieving success is
understanding how habits work. Duhigg shows, by harnessing this new science, we can transform our
businesses, our communities, and our lives.

Woman They Could Not Silence by Kate Moore (303.48M)

1860: Elizabeth Packard's husband, feeling threatened by Elizabeth's intellect, independence, and
unwillingness to stifle her own thoughts, has her committed to an insane asylum. The conditions in the
asylum are horrific. But most disturbing is that many other rational women have also been committed not
because they need treatment, but were instead conveniently labeled "crazy" so their voices are ignored.
No one is willing to fight for their freedom, and disenfranchised by gender and the stigma of their
supposed madness, they cannot possibly fight for themselves.

Nomadland: Surviving America in the Twenty-First Century by Jessica Bruder (304.2B)

From the beet fields of North Dakota to the National Forest campgrounds of California to Amazon's
CamperForce program in Texas, employers have discovered a new, low-cost labor pool, made up largely
of transient older Americans. Finding that social security comes up short, often underwater on mortgages,
these invisible casualties of the Great Recession have taken to the road by the tens of thousands in late-
model RVs, travel trailers, and vans, forming a growing community of nomads: migrant laborers who call
themselves "workampers."

Anthropocene by John Green (306G)

The Anthropocene is the current geologic age, in which humans have profoundly reshaped the planet and
its biodiversity. Funny, complex, and rich with detail, the reviews chart the contradictions of
contemporary humanity. As a species, we are both far too powerful and not nearly powerful enough, a
paradox that came into sharp focus as we faced a global pandemic that both separated us and bound us
together.

Book Club on the Go | Northville District Library | Updated 10/19/2023




Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of Family and Culture in Crisis by J. D. Vance (307.72V)

Vance, a former marine and Yale Law School graduate, provides an account of growing up in a poor Rust
Belt town that offers a broader, probing look at the struggles of America's white working class. Vance
tells his story of what a social, regional, and class decline feels like when you were born into it. We learn
that Vance’s grandparents, aunt, uncle, sister, and, most of all, his mother struggled profoundly with the
demands of their now middle-class life, never fully escaping the legacy of abuse, alcoholism, poverty, and
trauma. With piercing honesty, Vance shows how he still carries around the demons of his chaotic family
history.

Fordlandia: The Rise and Fall of Henry Ford’s Forgotten Jungle City by Greg Grandin
(307.768G)

In 1927, Henry Ford, the founder of the famous motor company and the richest man in the world, bought
a 5,000 square mile-tract of land in the Brazilian Amazon. This work presents the story of the pride and
arrogance of the man who thought he alone could tame the Amazon. Fordlandia isn't just the story of a
plantation; it's a story about Ford's ego. As disaster after disaster struck, Ford continued to pour money
into the project. Not one drop of latex from Fordlandia ever made it into a Ford car. But the more it failed,
the more Ford justified the project in idealistic terms.

Evicted by Matthew Desmond (339.46D)

In this brilliant, heartbreaking book, Matthew Desmond takes us into the poorest neighborhoods of
Milwaukee to tell the story of eight families on the edge. The fates of these families are in the hands of
two landlords. They loathe some of their tenants and are fond of others, but as one landlord puts it, “Love
don’t pay the bills,” as she moves to evict a single mother and her boys a few days before Christmas. Even
in the most desolate areas of American cities, evictions used to be rare. But today, most poor renting
families are spending more than half of their income on housing, and eviction has become ordinary,
especially for single mothers.

Knock at Midnight by Brittany K. Barnett (340.092B)

Brittany K. Barnett was a law student when she came across the case that would change her life forever.
Sharanda Jones, single mother, business owner, and, like Brittany, Black daughter of the rural South. A
victim of America's devastating war on drugs, Sharanda was serving a life sentence without parole--for a
first-time drug offense. In Sharanda, Brittany saw haunting echoes of her own life, as the daughter of a
formerly incarcerated mother. As she studied this case, a system came into focus in which widespread
racial injustice forms the core of America's addiction to incarceration. Moved by Sharanda's plight,
Brittany set to work to gain her freedom.
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Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson (345.077S)

A powerful true story about the potential for mercy to redeem us, and a clarion call to fix our broken
system of justice--from one of the most brilliant and influential lawyers of our time
Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice
dedicated to defending those most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women
and children trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that
of Walter McMiillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder he insisted he didn't
commit. The case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal brinksmanship-
-and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever. Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable
account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer's coming of age, a moving window into the lives of those he
has defended, and an inspiring argument for compassion in the pursuit of true justice.

Deep Down Dark by Hector Tobar (363.119T)

When the San José mine collapsed outside of Copiap6, Chile, in August 2010, it trapped thirty-three miners
beneath thousands of feet of rock for a record-breaking sixty-nine days. The entire world watched what
transpired above-ground during the grueling and protracted rescue, but the saga of the miners'
experiences below the Earth's surface--and the lives that led them there--has never been heard until now.
The lives of everyone involved in the disaster were forever changed.

Full Body Burden by Kristen lversen (363.17I)

Full Body Burden is a haunting work of narrative nonfiction about a young woman, Kristen Iversen,
growing up in a small Colorado town close to Rocky Flats, a secret nuclear weapons plant once designated
"the most contaminated site in America." It's the story of a childhood and adolescence in the shadow of
the Cold War, in a landscape at once startlingly beautiful and--unknown to those who lived there--tainted
with invisible yet deadly particles of plutonium. It's also a book about the destructive power of secrets--
both family and government. Based on extensive interviews, FBI and EPA documents, and class-action
testimony, this taut, beautifully written book promises to provoke thoughtful discussion.

Terror in the City of Champions by Tom Stanton (364.1525)

Detroit, mid-1930s: In a city abuzz over its unrivaled sports success, gun-loving baseball fan Dayton Dean
became ensnared in the nefarious and deadly Black Legion. The secretive, Klan-like group was executing
a wicked plan of terror, murdering enemies, flogging associates, and contemplating armed rebellion.
The Legion boasted tens of thousands of members across the Midwest, among them politicians and
prominent citizens even, possibly, a beloved athlete.
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I’ll Be Gone in the Dark by Michelle McNamara (364.153M)

A masterful true crime account of the Golden State Killer--the elusive serial rapist turned murderer who
terrorized California for over a decade. For more than ten years, the mysterious and violent predator
committed fifty sexual assaults in Northern California before moving south, where he perpetrated ten
sadistic murders. Then he disappeared, eluding capture by multiple police forces and some of the best
detectives in the area. Three decades later, Michelle McNamara, a true crime journalist who created the
popular website TrueCrimeDiary.com, was determined to find the violent psychopath she called "the
Golden State Killer."

Smartest Kids in the world by Amanda Ripley (370.9R)

How do other countries create "Smarter" Kids? In a handful of nations, virtually all children are learning
to make complex arguments and solve problems they've never seen before. They are learning to think, in
other words, and to thrive in the modern economy. What is it like to be a child in the world's new
education superpowers (Finland, Poland, and South Korea)? In a global quest to find answers for our own
children, author and Time magazine journalist Amanda Ripley follows three American exchange students
embedded in these countries for one year. Their stories, along with groundbreaking research into learning
in other cultures, reveals a pattern of startling transformation: none of these countries had many "smart"
kids a few decades ago. Teaching had become more rigorous; parents had focused on things that
mattered; and children had bought into the promise of education.

Life on Our Planet by David Attenborough (508A)

We share Earth with the living world - the most remarkable life-support system imaginable, constructed
over billions of years. The planet's stability has wavered just as its biodiversity has declined - the two
things are bound together. To restore stability to our planet, therefore, we must restore its biodiversity,
the very thing we have removed. It is the only way out of this crisis that we ourselves have created.
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Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly (510.92S)

The phenomenal true story of the black female mathematicians at NASA at the leading edge of the
feminist and civil rights movement, whose calculations helped fuel some of America's greatest
achievements in space--a powerful, revelatory contribution that is as essential to our understanding of
race, discrimination, and achievement in modern America. Among these problem-solvers were a group
of exceptionally talented African American women, some of the brightest minds of their generation.
Originally relegated to teaching math in the South's segregated public schools, they were called into
service during the labor shortages of World War Il, when America's aeronautics industry was in dire need
of anyone who had the right stuff. Suddenly, these overlooked math whizzes had a shot at jobs worthy of
their skills, and they answered Uncle Sam's call, moving to Hampton, Virginia and the fascinating, high-
energy world of the Langley Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory.

Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot (616.027S)

Scientists know her as Hela. Henrietta Lacks was a poor Southern tobacco farmer who worked the same
land as her slave ancestors, yet her cells--taken without her knowledge--became one of the most
important tools in medicine. The first "immortal" human cells grown in culture, are still alive today,
though she has been dead for more than sixty years. If you could pile all Hela cells ever grown onto a
scale, they'd weigh more than 50 million metric tons--as much as a hundred Empire State Buildings.
Hela cells were vital for developing the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer, viruses, and the
atom bomb's effects; helped lead to important advances like in vitro fertilization, cloning, gene
mapping; and have been bought and sold by the billions. Yet Henrietta Lacks remains virtually unknown,
buried in an unmarked grave.

Hidden Valley Road: Inside the mind of an American family by Robert Kolker (616.89K)

"Don and Mimi Galvin seemed to be living the American dream. After World War Il, Don's work with the
Air Force brought them to Colorado, where their twelve children perfectly spanned the baby boom: the
oldest born in 1945, the youngest in 1965. In those years, there was an established script for a family like
the Galvins--aspiration, hard work, upward mobility, domestic harmony--and they worked hard to play
their parts. But behind the scenes was a different story: psychological breakdown, sudden shocking
violence, hidden abuse. By the mid-1970s, six of the ten Galvin boys, one after the other, were diagnosed
as schizophrenic. How could all this happen to one family?
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Concussion by Jeanne Marie Laskas (617.51L)

Concussion is the riveting, unlikely story of Dr. Bennet Omalu, the pathologist who made one of the
most significant medical discoveries of the twenty-first century, a discovery that challenges the
existence of America’s favorite sport and puts Omalu in the crosshairs of football’s most powerful
corporation: the NFL.

Born a Crime by Trevor Noah (791.45N)

Trevor Noah's unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a
criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when
such a union was punishable by five years in prison. Living proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was
kept mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound by the extreme and often absurd measures his
mother took to hide him from a government.

Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown (797.123B)

Brown's book tells the story of the University of Washington's 1936 eight-oar crew and their epic quest
for an Olympic gold medal, a team that transformed the sport and grabbed the attention of millions of
Americans. The sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the boys defeated elite rivals first from
eastern and British universities and finally the German crew rowing for Adolf Hitler in the Olympic
Games in Berlin, 1936. The emotional heart of the story lies with one rower, Joe Rantz, a teenager
without family or prospects, who rows not for glory, but to regain his shattered self-regard and to find a
place he can call home. The crew is assembled by an enigmatic coach and mentored by a visionary,
eccentric British boat builder, but it is their trust in each other that makes them a victorious team. They
remind the country of what can be done when everyone quite literally pulls together--a perfect melding
of commitment, determination, and optimism.

Wager by David Grann (910.916G)

On January 28, 1742, a ramshackle vessel of patched-together wood and cloth washed up on the coast
of Brazil. Inside were thirty emaciated men, barely alive, and they had an extraordinary tale to tell. They
were survivors of His Majesty's Ship the Wager, a British vessel that had left England in 1740 on a secret
mission during an imperial war with Spain. While the Wager had been chasing a Spanish treasure-filled
galleon known as "the prize of all the oceans," it had wrecked on a desolate island off the coast of
Patagonia. The men, after being marooned for months and facing starvation, built the flimsy craft and
sailed for more than a hundred days, traversing nearly 3,000 miles of storm-wracked seas.
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In the Garden of Beasts by Erik Larson (943.086L)

The time is 1933, the place, Berlin, when William E. Dodd becomes America's first ambassador to Hitler's
Germany in a year that proved to be a turning point in history. A mild-mannered professor from
Chicago, Dodd brings along his wife, son, and flamboyant daughter, Martha. At first Martha is entranced
by the parties and pomp, and the handsome young men of the Third Reich with their enthusiasm for
restoring Germany to a position of world prominence. Enamored of the "New Germany," she has one
affair after another, including with the surprisingly honorable first chief of the Gestapo, Rudolf Diels. But
as evidence of Jewish persecution mounts, confirmed by chilling first-person testimony, her father
telegraphs his concerns to a largely indifferent State Department back home. Dodd watches with alarm
as Jews are attacked, the press is censored, and drafts of frightening new laws begin to circulate. The
Dodd’s experience days of excitement, intrigue, romance, and ultimately, horror, when a climactic
spasm of violence and murder reveals Hitler's true character and ruthless ambition.

Liar, Temptress, Solider, Spy by Karen Abbott (973.785A)

Seventeen-year-old Belle Boyd, an avowed rebel with a dangerous temper, shot a Union soldier in her
home, and became a courier and spy for the Confederate army. Emma Edmonds disguised herself as a
man to enlist as a Union Private named Frank Thompson, witnessing the bloodiest battles of the war and
infiltrating enemy lines. Widow Rose O’Neal Greenhow engaged in affairs with powerful Northern
politicians and used her young daughter to send information to Southern generals. Elizabeth Van Lew,

a wealthy Richmond abolitionist, hid behind her proper Southern manners as she orchestrated a far-
reaching espionage ring —even placing a former slave inside the Confederate White House —right under
the noses of increasingly suspicious rebel detectives. Abbott's narrative weaves the adventures of these
four forgotten daredevils into the tumultuous landscape of a broken America, evoking a secret world
that will surprise even the most avid enthusiasts of Civil War-era history.

Girls of Atomic City by Denise Kiernan (976. 873K)

At the height of World War II, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, was home to 75,000 residents, consuming more
electricity than New York City. But to most of the world, the town did not exist. Thousands of civilians--
many of them young women from small towns across the South--were recruited to this secret city,
enticed by solid wages and the promise of war-ending work. Kept very much in the dark, few would
ever guess the true nature of the tasks they performed each day in the hulking factories in the middle
of the Appalachian Mountains. That is, until the end of the war--when Oak Ridge's secret was revealed.
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Long Way Home by Saroo Brierley (BIOG Brierley)

This is the miraculous and triumphant story of Saroo Brierley, a young man who used Google Earth to
rediscover his childhood life and home in an incredible journey from India to Australia and back again.
At only five years old, Saroo Brierley got lost on a train in India. Unable to read or write or recall the
name of his hometown or even his own last name, he survived alone for weeks on the rough streets
of Calcutta before ultimately being transferred to an agency and adopted by a couple in Australia.

Giant Killer by David A. Kuzak with Neil L. Kuzak (BIOG Flaherty)

""At 4' 9" tall, Richard J. Flaherty needed a Congressional waiver just to enlist in the Army as he did not
meet the height or weight requirements. Bullied and ridiculed at boot camp, Flaherty nonetheless
achieved the kind of stature that's only dreamed of: He became a 101st Airborne Screaming Eagle and a
3rd Special Forces Group Green Beret Captain earning the Silver Star, 2 Bronze Stars and 2 Purple
Hearts. Once in Nam his leadership skills were immediately put to the test during the, 'Tet Offensive.' His
decommission during the Reduction in Force in 1971 was unexpected and devastating, and Flaherty sank
into the murky world of mercenary work. But he gained a reputation for intelligence, and the CIA
recruited him to supply the Contras in Central America. So began a wild adventure involving guns, cash,
cocaine and HALO jumps into the Everglades. Flaherty continued to work with other agencies including
the ATF and discloses a weapons smuggling ring at the heart of Fort Bragg.

Bootstrapper by Mardi Jo Link (BIOG Link)

It's the summer of 2005, and Mardi Jo Link's dream of living the simple life has unraveled into debt,
heartbreak, and perpetually ragged cuticles. She and her husband of nineteen years have just called it
quits, leaving her with serious cash-flow problems and a looming divorce. Poorer than ever, Link makes
a seemingly impossible resolution: to hang on to her century-old farmhouse in northern Michigan and
continue to raise her three boys on well water and wood chopping and dirt. With an infectious
optimism that would put Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm to shame and a deep appreciation of the natural
world, Link tells the story of how, over the course of one long year, she holds on to her sons, saves the
farm from foreclosure, and finds her way back to a life of richness and meaning on the land she loves.
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Short and Tragic Life of Robert Peace by Jeff Hobbs (BIOG Peace)

When author Jeff Hobbs arrived at Yale University, he became fast friends with the man who would be
his college roommate for four years, Robert Peace. Rob's life was rough from the beginning in the crime-
ridden streets of Newark in the 1980s, with his father in jail and his mother earning less than $15,000 a
year. But Rob was a brilliant student, and it was supposed to get easier when he was accepted to Yale,
where he studied molecular biochemistry and biophysics. But it didn't get easier. Robert carried with
him the difficult dual nature of his existence, "fronting" in Yale, and at home. Through an honest
rendering of Rob's relationships-with his struggling mother, with his incarcerated father, with his
teachers and friends and fellow drug dealers- The Short and Tragic Life of Robert Peace encompasses
the most enduring conflicts in America: race, class, drugs, community, imprisonment, education, family,
friendship, and love. But most all the story is about the tragic life of one singular brilliant young man. His
end, a violent one, is heartbreaking and powerful and unforgettable.

My Wife Said You May Want to Marry Me by Jason Rosenthal (BIOG Rosenthal)

An inspiring memoir of life, love, loss, and new beginnings by the widower of bestselling children's
author and filmmaker Amy Krouse Rosenthal, whose last of act of love before her death was setting the
stage for her husband's life without her in a column in the New York Times on March 3, 2017. A
heartbreaking, wry, brutally honest, and creative play on a personal ad-in which a dying wife encourages
her husband to go on and find happiness after her passing,-the column quickly went viral, reaching more
than five million people worldwide.

Mighty Justice: My Life in Civil Rights
by Dovey Johnson Roundtree (BIOG Roundtree)

Trailblazing African American civil rights attorney Dovey Johnson Roundtree recounts her inspiring life
story that speaks movingly and urgently to our racially troubled times. At a time when African American
attorneys had to leave the courthouses to use the bathroom, Roundtree took on Washington's white
legal establishment and prevailed, winning a 1955 landmark bus desegregation case that would help to
dismantle the practice of "separate but equal" and shatter Jim Crow laws. Later, she led the vanguard of
women ordained to the ministry in the AME Church in 1961, merging her law practice with her ministry
to fight for families and children being destroyed by urban violence.
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Wild by Cheryl Strayed (BIOG Strayed)

Wild is the story of an eleven-hundred-mile solo hike that broke down a young woman reeling from
catastrophe--and built her back up again. At twenty-two, Cheryl Strayed thought she had lost
everything in the wake of her mother's death, her family scattered and her own marriage destroyed and
four years later, with nothing more to lose, she made the most impulsive decision of her life - to hike the
Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave Desert through California and Oregon to Washington State--and to
do it alone. She had no experience as a long-distance hiker, and the trail was little more than "an idea,
vague and outlandish and full of promise." Strayed faced down rattlesnakes black bears, intense heat
and record snowfalls, and both the beauty and loneliness of the trail.

Between Two Kingdoms:
A memoir of life interrupted by Suleika Jaouad (BIOG Jaouad)

In the summer after graduating from college, Suleika Jaouad was preparing, as they say in
commencement speeches, to enter “the real world.” She had fallen in love and moved to Paris to pursue
her dream of becoming a war correspondent. The real world she found, however, would take herinto a
very different kind of conflict zone.

Taste: My Life through Food by Stanley Tucci (BIOG Tucci)

Taste is a reflection on the intersection of food and life, filled with anecdotes about his growing up in
Westchester, New York; preparing for and shooting the foodie films Big Night and Julie & Julia; falling in
love over dinner; and teaming up with his wife to create meals for a multitude of children.

Educated by Tara Westover (BIOG Westover)

Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara prepared for the end of the world by stockpiling home-
canned peaches and sleeping with her "head-for-the-hills" bag. In the summer she stewed herbs for her
mother, a midwife and healer, and in the winter she salvaged metal in her father's junkyard. Her father
distrusted the medical establishment, so Tara never saw a doctor or nurse. Gashes and concussions, even
burns from explosions, were all treated at home with herbalism. The family was so isolated from
mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an education, and no one to
intervene when an older brother became violent. When another brother got himself into college and came
back with news of the world beyond the mountain, Tara decided to try a new kind of life.

Book Club on the Go | Northville District Library | Updated 10/19/2023




I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai (BIOG Yousafzai)

Malala Yousafzai was only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her region. Raised in a once-
peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up for what she believes.
So she fought for her right to be educated. And on October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the cause.
Now Malala is an international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest ever Nobel Peace Prize
winner.

Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand (BIOG Zamperini)

In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled his defiance into
running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But when World War
Il began, the athlete became an airman, embarking on a journey that led to a doomed flight on a May
afternoon in 1943. When his Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds,
Zamperini survived, adrift on a foundering life raft driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would
answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion.
Unbroken is an unforgettable testament to the resilience of the human mind, body, and spirit, brought
vividly to life by author Laura Hillenbrand.
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